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ardour, and the death-struggle between them recommenced.
The Girondins reopened the struggle with an attack upon
Marat. Few steps could have been more foolish, for Marat,
though in many ways a real statesman, had from the exaggera-
tion of his language never obtained the influence in the
Convention to which his abilities entitled him. He was by
no means the most redoubtable foe of the Girondins, but his
abuse and his loudly expressed contempt for them as "little
statesmen " had stung them to the quick, and they attacked him
with all their usual fury of eloquence. Marat was no favourite
in the Convention, but he remained the idol of the people of
Paris, and in attacking him the Girondins exasperated the
people of Paris in the person of their beloved journalist.

On April 11 Guadet read a placard in the Convention,
which Marat had posted on the walls of Paris, full of his
usual libellous abuse of the Girondins. It was referred to
the Committee of Legislation with other writings of Marat,
and on April 13 Delaunay brought up the report of the
committee. The question whether Marat should be sent
before the Eevolutionary Tribunal or not was voted upon by
the appel nominal, and lasted all night; yet only 360 deputies
were present out of 749. Many were of course absent on
mission, but a larger proportion of deputies, including Danton
and Barere, avoided attending the Convention that night on
purpose. Of the rest, 220 voted that Marat should be sent
before the Tribunal, 92 that he should not, 7 supported an
adjournment, and 41, though present, refused to vote upon the
question. This decree of the Convention was regarded by the
Girondins as a very great victory, and it certainly proves the
influence of the group which was led by Lanjuinais, and which
might at this time be called the principal section of the Girondin
party, for Brissot, Guadet, Lasource, Condorcet, Gensonne?, and
Vergniaud all abstained from voting But the Jacobins were
determined that, as the Girondins had had an opportunity of
showing their power in the Convention, they in their turn
would show the Girondins how small their influence was in
Paris, and on April 15, in the name of thirty-five sections of